Galuma-li Statement: Standing Together for our children and young people and community. 23
October 2025. A response to recent media opinion about “epidemic of youth crime” and the
rights of Walgett children and young people’s open use of their pool.

In the past week, we’ve seen an increase in negative perceptions of children and young people
from and visiting our community. Incidents involving children and young people have sparked
understandable concern — we all want to live in a place that is safe, respectful and thriving. But
now is not the time to turn to fear or punishment. Now is the time to come together, and to
remember what really keeps us safe: connection, care, and community-led responses.

We believe that every child and young person deserves a chance - not a criminal record. Many of
the children involved are navigating complex challenges — including disconnection, trauma,
poverty and a lack of opportunity. Punitive approaches like over-policing and punishment only
compound these harms, pushing kids further from the support they need.

We keep each other safe — not by turning away from children and young people, but by
stepping in, together. Our safety comes from strong relationships: between families, Elders,
services, and children and young people themselves. We want to be clear: accountability matters.
But real accountability is not about punishment — it’s about growth, learning, and making
things right.

This is why we’re calling for responses that are trauma-informed, strengths-based, and grounded
in local leadership — not fear, control or segregating groups of children from the wider
community.

The Walgett pool must be kept open to the public, and we all need to do our bit to support Council
to resource and engage appropriate pool staff for our community. DEG and our Galumali centre
staff are always here to provide ideas and advice on how to do this.

Let’s be tough on the causes, not on Walgett kids. We need to invest in safe spaces, which means
training staff who work with our children to provide culturally grounded support — not short-term
reactions that further marginalise through segregation and harming our children and young
people, families, and the Walgett community.

The Walgett community has the solutions. We know what works. And we know that when
communities lead, and when children and young people are seen and supported, we all thrive.

Let’s choose a path that strengthens — not punishes. Let’s choose connection over fear. Let’s
choose each other.
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