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Above: Coffin left in the dry Namoi River March 2019 at Walgett after a community funeral
for the death of the river. DEG wants to ensure that baseflows are maintained so we never
experience this again.

Dharriwaa Elders Group (“DEG”) is an association of Aboriginal Elders who live in Walgett, a river
town of about 2,100 people, the majority Aboriginal. Walgett is where the Baawan (Barwon) and
Ngamaay (Namoi) Rivers and many creeks, warrambuls and lakes meet in a large floodplain
wetland, upstream of Bourke. Walgett is at the end of the Lower Namoi Regulated River Water
Source! and beside the end of the Wambuul (Macquarie River), and is now home to Gamilaraay,
Yuwaalaraay, Ngiyambaa and Wayilwan Aboriginal Nations, as well other Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people.

Rivers have always been, and remain central, to Walgett culture and life. For Aboriginal people
the health of the rivers and people come first.

DEG’s members live with the undisputable decline in river flows and river health that has
occurred over the last few decades. It is clear this is due to over extraction upstream and a
failure to halt irrigation growth, despite Governments commitments to do so through the
Murray-Darling Basin Cap, the Basin Plan and New South Wales Water Sharing Plans. This
situation must be reversed, including by improvements made to Water Sharing Plans.

! Water Sharing Plan for the Upper Namoi and Lower Namoi Regulated River Water Sources 2016, 4(3).
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Unregulated Ngamaay and Peel (Namoi Peel), Wambuul-Macquarie and Bogan, and Baawan-
Baaka (Barwon-Darling) Water Sharing Plans.

Dharriwaa Elders Group would like to re-state its thanks to Minister Sharpe for not agreeing to
these unregulated Water Sharing Plans by 30 June 2025.

However, DEG is disappointed with the scope of subsequent changes to the plans, with regard to
commence-to-pump levels, and the small number of rivers involved.

While DEG acknowledges that there will be benefits to rivers where the changes have been
made, we had hoped that the changes would provide greater benefits downstream.

Because access to water in downstream rivers is unchanged, environmental benefits in those
rivers are unlikely. In fact, it is possible that one of the effects of the changes will be to increase
the amount of water available for irrigation.

The proposed changes will not improve connectivity in the Ngamaay, Wambuul, or Baawan-
Baaka Rivers. It is difficult to understand the reason for the changes.

DEG is concerned that no changes have been proposed for the Baawan-Baaka. The problems
with the original 2012 plan are well-documented and widely understood. This includes allowing
large-scale extractions from base flows. Not only has this never been properly addressed, but the
draft 2025 Water Sharing Plan allows even more extraction from base flows.

Floodplain harvesting licences on the Baawan-Baaka allow extraction from some natural water
bodies (“off-river pools”) without any commence-to-pump levels. Some of these “off-river pools”
are anabranches of the main river channel. With no commence-to-pump limits on take from
these pools and anabranches, water can be taken at any flow rate. In addition, the history of
non-compliance with the Cap and/or Sustainable Diversion Limits will only be made worse by this
lack of limits to take.

We assume that the Minister did not agree to the proposed plans because of inadequate
protection of the environment. Given that the Natural Resource Commission concluded that the
2012 Plans were inconsistent with the Water Management Act, it is difficult to see how the Draft
2025 Plans, even with the proposed changes, are consistent with the Act.

As observers, it appears that there was a sincere intent for the new Unregulated Water Sharing
Plans to address the failings of past water management in NSW.

However, we find that the proposed changes to the plans are more style than substance, and,
outside the small number of mostly upper catchment rivers, do not increase environmental
protection or connectivity between streams.

We request that the Minister not agree to the Unregulated Water Sharing Plans for the Ngamaay,
Wambuul and Baawan-Baaka Rivers until all the recommendations of the Connectivity Expert
Panel, the Section 44 Audits by Alluvium Consulting, and the Section 43 reviews by the Natural
Resources Commission, are implemented in full.
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