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Prepared byGeneralManager Wendy Spencer.
Members News

In January 2024 the Elders Council lost long term Elders Councillor Violet Moriymch2024the Elders Council lost its lotigrm Speaker Clem
Dodd. Both Elders are fondly remembered dmmhoured for their contributions to the organisation.

From1 July 2@3 ¢ December 202 the following Elders Councillors presid&peaker: Clem Dodd, Secretary: Virginia Robinson, TreaRickr:
TownsendElders Councdl: Violet MorganThey were joined by Elders Councilldizabeth Peters from 2 August 20239 September 2023.

During the periodE® Blders Counciiad 10 meetings

The AGM of the Company was postponed from 19 December 2023 and 8 March 2024 due to Covid 19 and Sorry Business eftiPi6 wasil2024.
During that time Full Members were approached and asked to consider joining the Elders Council.

At the 26 April 2024 AGM the following were elected: Secretary: Virginia Robinson, Treasurer: Ricky Townsend. Eldens Ebuzabdth Peters

A selection of Full Members were approached and then formally invited to fill Elders Council casual vacar®&ieslem&uey Thorne and Elizabeth
Williams joined the Elders Council in the meeting of 31 May 2024. At the same meeting Sandfa@ueywas elected Speaker.

TheDECcontributed food voucherfor 22 xWalgett funerals during the perioaind mourned the loss of these people, loved of the community
Representation
Narran Lakes GManagement CommitteeTheDharriwaa Elders Groupad no delegate to this committee during the period.

b{2 ' 02NAIAYI t [/ dzf GdzNI f ACHAKIIEérh Db8depregdrted DED dstireéctoroRACHAA éatfertdiyig ndeetings Bigleo
from Walgett Clem attended the ACHAA gathering at Boorinaﬂiydney in November 2023 with Rick Townsend, Wendy Spencer, Barry Simpson and
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Murrook Aboriginal Cultural Centneith Barry Simpson and Zoe Sands.

Lightning Ridge Area Opal Reserve Manag®¥endy Spencer is the gazetteg-officio representative of thdDEG for this committedhe other
members of this committee represent opal mining, opal tourism, opal rdtal Lightning Ridge LARGd Lightning Ridge heritage interests and
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concernsDuring the period management actiés were conducted to reduce risk and enable the public to enjoy the resEneeneed for surveys of
0KS wSaS NS Qand Aoradskethiosdef © Yeitér nanage thensioften raised by DEG, as is the loagn aim for the Reserve to provide
access to Country for Aboriginal communities of Walgett and Lightning Ridgeg this reporting perio®EG made a proposal for the management of
Gugurraan Lakso that its high environmental and Aboriginal Culturalues can be restored
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The Objects of Dharriwaa EldersoGp continuel to be implementedIncreased investmerinto Yuwaya Ngarradilowed5 9 DQ& adl F¥o Iy R |
expandthis yearin order tobetter NS & L2 Y R (2 2 dzNJ O 2 Yewntinyiingltale@rihowtGdpdradei seFdetBrmifed ways and
holistically- showinggovernment agencielsow to supportAboriginal CommunitControlled Organisatialike DEG

DEG is proud that its employment of local Aboriginal people continued to grow in the period. This growth was accompaniedaolymmistrative
work, alongside human resources and staffing challenges. In particular, we work to fill executive supporhagdment capability gaps and to obtain
staff housing that we have designed with our Yuwaya Ngarrali partners.

DEG continues to support its members to manage local Indigenous Cultural Intellectual Peapeggponsibility championed by Founding Members
and cultural custodians now passed. DEG networks with similar Aboriginal cultural organisations in its NBddyp&akily ACHAA to grow in this
undervalued domain. ACHAA is a member of the Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Organisations of NSW and works with otheCRSED=tGap.

¢KS 5SLINIYSYid 2F | St édth&modision bf EltlersISheRIBiapovt andl dgkdciedJdiransport actiViteeDEGs actively
advocating thaits model of holistic social support for the aged is recognised and resourced appropridteNational Indigenous Australians Agency
extendedthe successfllValgett River Ranger Programtil 30 June 202

5 9 Dwiokk this yearalso includedadvocatingor more supportive and responsive government agenales and approachegarticularly inresponse to

0KS KAIK ydzYoSNI 2F 21 f3SGGQa OKAfRNBY | yR & 2 dzyféd adé Ratel sEcurityrisehdding i A y 3
shortagesandwater managementThe voice of DEG grew its influenoae of the outcomes we choose toeasure by our Yuwaya Ngarr@fiN)

evaluation processessee Evaluation and Learning Report 2QZD23:https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/Yuwaya%20Ngarra
11%2020282023%20learning%20and%20evaluation%20report%20June24.pdf

Notable research projects DEG proposed and undertook with YN partners include understanding government procurement cdefadgstt
analysingoublicly availablelata re Walgett, designing appropriate supportive housing for Elders, children and young people and for emeiggcies
collaborating withWalgett AMS and Aboriginal Legal Service NSWid€Stablisha new wellbeing service for children and young peo@ler YN Food
and Water for Life Program with Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service implemented supermarket food choices promotsugpant:d a growing
Walgett Gardeners Network. During the period it designed a Community Freezer program to distokzatefreemeals.

During the period DEG made a number of policy contributminsks listed belowQur Yuwaya Ngarrafesearch received a mention in the prestigious
1/8/23 Nature journal editorialhttps://www.nature.com/articles/d41586023-024427 !

We share highliglst ofour work during 1 July 28 ¢ 30 June 202in the following pages of this report.



https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/Yuwaya%20Ngarra-li%202020-2023%20learning%20and%20evaluation%20report%20June24.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/Yuwaya%20Ngarra-li%202020-2023%20learning%20and%20evaluation%20report%20June24.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-02442-7
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shopping trips, arts & craftsnoviesand State Library of NSW ancestoacing workshops. During the period we began a review of our service user needs.
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Left:In February
2024 Andrea Kelly,
the Interim First
Nations Aged Care
Commissioner
visited.

Right: This year DEG
bought a second
Elders mobility
scooterthat was
loaned to Virginia
Robinson in
September 2023.




Minister Stephen Kamper
announced funds to
renovate the Walgett
Aquatic Centren June
2024. DE@vasinvited to
hear the announcement in
recognition by Council of
59DQa |t&RNBIVO I
and federal ministers
regarding the need for a
pool in Walgett Left and
right: Many photos
documenting this occasiol
were taken by all.

[ STlGY 59D =22
ceremony in July 2023 for
the launch of the Freedom
Rides ParkRight: in June
2024 volunteer landscape
architect Steve Davies from
Communities First
Development inspected the
work of contractors with
59DQa *ANHAY
and Barry Simpson at the
59DQ4 aSY2NR
project in the Walgett
Cemetery. Steve has
suppated our project for
more than 10 years




COMMUNITY-LED Yuwaya Ngarsi a6 & »
DEVELOPMENT

Yuwaya Ngarréi (YN) is a communitied partnership between the Dharriwaa Elders Group (DEG) andrihersityof NSW.

AssociateProfessoiRuth McCauslands the Academic Lead of Yuwaya Ngdirrdhecore Yuwaya Ngardao & , teaimis based ilWalgettand UNSW
Sydney.

The purpose of Yuwaya Ngaiiras for the Dharriwaa Elders Group and UNSW to work in partnership to improve the wellbeing, social, built and physical
environment and life pathways of Aboriginal people in Walgett through collaborating with governmeanthindpy and community organisations on
evidencebased initiatives, research and capacity building, and to evaluate this model of ComrhetiDevelopment as a way of working with other
Aboriginal communities.

The DEG fsdentified the following longerm aims for Yuwaya Ngadain Walgett:

1. Greater Aboriginal community control and capacity

2 Increased numbers of Aboriginal young people in education, training & employment

3. Reduced numbers of Aboriginal people in contact with the criminal justice system

4. Improved social determinants of health and wellbeing amongst Aboriginal people

5. Improved sustainability of energy, water, land and natural resource management

6. Redirection of government funding towards strengtbessed, holistic, communithed and sustainable initiatives
¢CKS LI NIYSNARKALI Aa RSOSt2LIAYy 3| BRR55850 2y Sl tbSamppio@R 5 Breakirky thaldfy@e©! b L ( &
systemic disadvantage, centring the needs and priorities of Aboriginal people through the leadership of a delggattmommunitycontrolled
organisation and drawing on the expertise, influence and resources of UNSW.

Our work with the Yuwaya Ngarrtpartnershipduring the periodvas grouped over these areas: 7 =
AboriginalCommunity Leadership and ContrdMputh JusticeWater andCountry Research and “ﬁ{DH ARR'WAA
EvaluationDealing with Fines, Housing. i) ELDERS GROUP UNSW

SYDNEY
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YUWAYA NGARRA-LI

Youth Diversion Demonstration Model

Holistic, community-led, culturally connected approach

Families
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" ADULT CRIMINAL

JUSTICE SYSTEM

With our Yuwaya Ngarrali partners we published in February 2024
paper that explains our learnings from developing and operating th
Bulaaarr Bagay Warruwi Burranbaligu (Two River Pathway to Cha
youth service) 2018 2013. Yuwaya Ngarri Briefing Paper: Lessons
from the Two River Pathway to Change Diversion Model 8033
(https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/20230-
yssyburton-clark/202402-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf

The Youth Wellbeing Service that we are building for Walgett in
Collaboration with the Walgettl#original Medical Service Ltd

0 a 2 | aafidAlboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Lindtéd! fis{ ¢
based inAboriginal SEWB modelshich are holistic and position
people within their broader social, historical and political context.
Children and young peoplie Walgett are inseparable from, and
embedded within, family, Community, Country and Culture, and th¢
Two River Pathway model thréeterlinked strategies recognises thig

The Two River Pathway to Change model is a leleallynodel
informed by the evidence including that by UNSW researchers
involved in the Yuwaya Ngarligoartnership

Youth Justice

Below:Ash Jacky from the ALS preserfied D Qa  CledSDoddS N
with special artwork re th€ollaboration. September 2024.

Since 2018, the DEG through its Yuwaya Ngapartnership with UNSW has developed theuth Diversion

Demonstration Model Bulaarr Bagay Warruwi Burradibguo DI YA € | NI | € 0

has three interlinked strategies:

1. Influence practices and services and improve accountability of responsible agencies to support better
OKAf RNBY

2. Support engagement and leadership by ACCOs, parents/carers to support better outcomes for Aborigir]

2dzi O02YSa FT2NJ ! 62NRIAYI f

3. Work intensively with Aboriginal CYP in Walgett to increase their rates of belonging, safety and wellbeir

reduce or prevent ongoing contact with the criminal justice system.
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ServicdLimitedand the Aboriginal Legal Service NSW/AiGTtedto establish the Walgett Wellbeing Collaboration anc
to start work on designing and implementing a Wellbeing service for children and young people.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2023-10-yssy-burton-clark/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2023-10-yssy-burton-clark/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2023-10-yssy-burton-clark/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2023-10-yssy-burton-clark/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2023-10-yssy-burton-clark/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2023-10-yssy-burton-clark/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://www.thekids.org.au/globalassets/media/documents/aboriginal-health/working-together-second-edition/wt-part-1-chapt-4-final.pdf

During the period, DEG and Yuwaya Ngarrali partners made the following siatemnents and

submissions:
t 2 f 7\ O é | y' R I R 1 Submission ttNSW Legislative Assembly Committee on Law and Safety Inquiry into Community
Safety in Regional and Rural Communities, 28 June 2024

1 Submission to Review of NSW Crown Land Management Act 2016, 2 April 2024

1 Communityled diversion of Indigenous young people from the justice system: The role of
government administrative dat&Rebecca Reeve, Ruth McCausland, Peta MacGillivray (Kalkutur
Virginia Robinson (Gamilaraay), International Journal of Law, Crime and Justice, Volume 76, 2
100650, ISSN 17518616

1 Yuwaya Ngarré Briefing Paper: Lessons from the Two River Pathway to Change Diversion Mo
2018- 2023 February 2024.

1 Yuwaya Ngarrd Briefing Paper: Data Linkadsebruary 2024.

1 Productivity Commission Inquiry into the National Water Initiat&abmission from Dharriwaa
Elders Group Walgett 16 February 2024.

1 Our work with Yuwaya Ngarrali partners and Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service was presente(
COP28 by Health Policy Wat¢hiom Australia to Bangladesh and Beyond: Mobilizing Local
Communities Is Key to Breaking Down Climate and Health Béog€mber 2023.

1 Yuwaya Ngarrali Briefing Paper: Dealing with F8egstember 2023.

Il 62¢0SY 59D0a / 2YY dzy A i 1 Inquiry_into the Water Amendmenj[ (Restoring our Rivers) 2923 by the Senate Standing Commi

on Environment and Communicatiorizubmission from Dharriwaa Elders Group Walgett 13 Octo

2023

Hickey preparing vouchers from our onlimod

andWaterAppeal fordistribution to Walgett 1 SubmissionYouth Justice and Child Wellbeing Reform Across Austtali@ommissioner, 2023.

households imDecember 2023. 1 Productivity Commission Review of the National Agreement on Closing the Gap Draft

The direct relieDharriwaa Elders Group provide Report.Submission from Dharriwaa Elders Group Walgett 6 October 2023

for community members experiencing hardship T Natural Resources Commission review of the Gwydir Regulated River Water ShariyBiiaission

made possible from our cfine fundraising from Dharriwaa Elders_ Group Walgett 25 September 2023 _

appeals, and an annual grant of $10,000 from t ] Statement from Dharriwaa Elders Group Walgett for the Sydney Rally to Stop the Narrabri Coa
. Gas Projecl4 September 2023.

Fjaul Ramsay FC.){UI;ldatIS)n. DEG k”?"l’s that ouvr 1 Australian Government Productivity Commission Mufiarling Basin Plan: Implementation Revie

O2YYdzyAueQa KINRaKaLJa 2023.Submission by Dharriwaa Elders Group 11 August 2023.

causes, and so our cgllectlon of e\{ldence gnd 71 Our work to measure food and water security in Walgedis mentioned in the editorial of the

advocacy gfforts are |mportar1t fqr mfluepcmg prestigious Nature journal 1 Auqust 2023

and changing government priorities. While direq | ¢ pharriwaa Elders Group letter to Walgett Shire Coutabled and read at Council meeting 31 July

relief to individualsis important, systemic change 2023 re Walgett Pool closure.
is required for longerm building of community ¢ Dharriwaa Elders Group and Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service Statement regarding high leve
and individal wellbeing. homelessness in Walgett 13 July 2023.



https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/ladocs/submissions/86735/Submission%20193%20-%20Dharriwaa%20Elders%20Group.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/ladocs/submissions/86735/Submission%20193%20-%20Dharriwaa%20Elders%20Group.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/FinalDEGSubmission2April24CLMActReview.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1756061624000028?dgcid=author
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1756061624000028?dgcid=author
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/2024-02-22-Yuwaya-Ngarra-Li-Data-Linkage-Briefing-Paper.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/Final%20DEG%20submission%20to%20PC%20review%20of%20NWI%2016Feb%202024.pdf
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/from-australia-to-bangladesh-and-beyond-mobilizing-local-communities-is-key-to-breaking-down-climate-and-health-silos/
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/from-australia-to-bangladesh-and-beyond-mobilizing-local-communities-is-key-to-breaking-down-climate-and-health-silos/
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/YNFinesBriefingPaperSept23.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGtoSenateInquiryRestoreOurRiversBillOct2023.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGtoSenateInquiryRestoreOurRiversBillOct2023.pdf
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/Yuwaya%20Ngarra-li%20submission%20-%20AHRC%20Youth%20Justice%20June23.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEG%20submission%20to%20PC%20review%20of%20CTG%20draft%20report%20Oct%202023.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGtoNRCreGwydirRegulatedRiverWSP24Sept2023.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGtoNRCreGwydirRegulatedRiverWSP24Sept2023.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGtoSydneyRally14Sept23.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGtoSydneyRally14Sept23.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGSubProductivityCommissionMDBPlanImplementationReview11August23.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGSubProductivityCommissionMDBPlanImplementationReview11August23.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-02442-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-02442-7
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/DEGtoWalgettShreCOuncil27July2023.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEG_WAMSStatementHomelessness13July23.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEG_WAMSStatementHomelessness13July23.pdf

Left: In January
2024,Stephen
RossAlcohol and
other Drugs
Counselloand
SarahEllisong
Mental Health
Counsellor,
began work at
WAMS They are
important
supporters of the
Dealing with
Fines program
and are seen
here with5 9 D Q
Zoe Sands

During the periodved dzA f & 5 KIF NNA gl | 9
with Fines program, with the help of Yuwaya Ngarrali coag
Peta MacGillivray.

Vital partners were the Aboriginal Legal Service NSW/AC]
who collaboratedwith Dharriwaa Elders Group to provide &
fines legal service which DEG team supported clients to
benefit from. This achieved many fines wra#fs. Legal Aid
NSW also assisted DEG with its interactions with Revenug
NSW by providing DEG staff with trainangd other supports
AY GKS YIFIAYyGSylryO0S 2F 59D
adGlidzad® 59DQa Of2aS NBf I GA
program becauseatrticipation in an AOD or menthéalth
care plan is a good way to reduce fine defite Yuwaya
Ngarrali Briefing Paper: Dealing with Fines, Seiiter 2023,
describes our program.
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/YN
FinesBriefinaPaperSept23.pdf

Housing

Throughout the period, our Yuwaya Ngarrali collaborator, architect

Samantha Rich, worked on different projects for DEG, and visited regula
(seen ateft in February 202/ In particular she developed the plans for a
cluster of Elders units for a funding submission made to Dept Health ang
Ageing in January 2024. Unfortunately our submission was not successf
however DEG is determined to eventually build the housing desigoed f
{ I YI yiKI QawithEdsd Gitferanodi during the period included
supporting students to develop a brief for the Walgett High School to
SYKFyO0S (KSANI 2StftoSAy3d w22Y> ao
Wellbeing Servicegnd planningand making a submission farx DEG staff
houses. For more information see tNeiwaya Ngarrali Briefing Paper on
2 £3SG0Qa 1 2dzaxy3d bSSR
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/YN_Housing_Br
ng_Paper.pdf



https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/YN_Housing_Briefing_Paper.pdf
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/YN_Housing_Briefing_Paper.pdf

Above:NSWALConducted a workshop re thépicein
July 2023Roy Ah See, Geoff

Above: HistoriatMichael Bennettontinued our
Walgett ACCO histopyrojectduring the period.

DEG aims to eventually see serviceswell
designed to meet the needs of the Walgett
Aboriginal community delivered well by place
based Aboriginal Commun#gontrolled
Organisations. To bring this aspiration to realit
S 62N)] G2 adzZJJI2 NI 2qg
capabilities Wedid this during the period by
developing training resources, bringing in
management, planning, coaching and psycho
social supports, and by working with sister
organisationsn ACHAAo build the resources
and capabilities of the sectowe also work to
improve the ways governments procure service
and work with ug; including by looking at how
govts invest in Walgett and proving new servid
models that actually work.

Building our Aboriginal Communiyontrolled sector

Left: While in SydneREG
inspectednodular homes on
displayNovember 2023.
Samantha Rich organized the
visit so that DEG could conside
transporting homes in to
Walgett for future
opportunities.

Right: DEG attended the
Boomali ACHAA Gatheriitg
November 2023and the 2023
ImagineAwards in which
ACHAA gives two awards for
Aboriginal Curator and Lifetime
Achievement Award.




Left: Alicia Dunning, a new Yuwaya
Ngarrali colleague from The George | |
Institute for Global Health working with
us on the Food and Water for Life
project, first visited Walgett in August
2023. Alicia has a background as a
dietician, and brings great skibbsd
knowledge that can improve food and
water security and quality in Walgett.
Pictured below is Alicia with Food and
Water for Life Project Officer Trish
Tonkin.Right: With Alicia online, we
made a presentation re our drinking
water work to a meeting of the
Australian Water Associatian October

During the period DEG went through a big procesg@ith, loss and renewal. We lost
long term directors Clem Dodd and Violet Morgan, and newébiarers Sandra Suey
Thorne and Secretary Elizabeth Williams joined the Elders CQuUrdINSW Yuwaya
Ngarrali staff were a great support during this period, as ever. leefiune 2024, UNSW
Yuwaya Ngarrdi colleague Peta MacGillivray visited Walgett and spent time with new
Elders Council members Sandra Stiggrne and Elizabeth Williams and DEG staff Lare
Weatherall and Vanessa Hickes part of an extensive briefing and-or2 I NRA y 3
new leadershipBelow centre: May MilleDawkins facilitates our team in Sydney and
Walgett, UNSW and DEG with our weekly tearomination. She is seen here with UNS
Yuwaya Ngarrali Lead Ruth McCausland. Below riginzaya Ngarralleveloped a new
pilot program with NSW Customer Sengddichael Mara and colleagues. Stay tuned.




Above$ Tl Y 59DQA 2¢ & { IQA GISPdsaft@mgkup EVBal df theMonthin the Walgett IGAAboveOSY G NBY 59DQa wAi Ol ¢29
59 DQA& Dacerib&02Bg? I £ ISG G Qa TANRG dNaRing Svatd \WAVS AcdURc, pdlice, DMisdioh AuStRilia and the Walgett Newsagency joine

DEG and WAMS are working together with Yuwaya Ngarrali partners FOOd& Water 4 Llfe' WAMS and DEG

the George Institute for Global Health to initiate community programs
GKIFIdG oAttt AYLINROGS 21 £3S30Qa 722
led by DEG and WAMS, we worked this year togoaicceptable quality
drinking water to Walgett, locallproduced foods in community

gardens and better access to
healthier food choices. The Healthy|
Supermarket program undertook an
surveyof the Walgett IGA
supermarket to determine which
items had higher nutritional content
so we could promote them as

a1 SHtdKe / K2A0Sa
Paresh Patel is always supportive
and has been doing what it takes tg
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Fish Casserole
Serves 6 people

INGREDIENTS
« 500g firm fish fillets, cutinto ~ * 2X400g cans crushed tomatoes

improveK A & O 2 dffedings fQ

« Tcup frozen peas
* 2tablespoonscurrypowder  , ihicyen stock cube, crumbled
+ 4agarlic cloves, crushed Sacleaas
+ Ixleek, finely chopped « Saltand Pepper to taste
+ 1xonion, finely chopped
+ Ixcarrot, finely chopped

affordable foodwA 3K Y LD
t 0SSt gAGK 21 a{Q
Annie Deaa and Devanshi Gala
discussing the findings of the
supermarket audit.

METHOD
« Add olive oil to a large saucepan and place over medium heat. Add onion, leek and carrot and cook stirring for 5 minutes. Add garlic and

curry powder and cook for 1min.

+ Add tomatoes, stock cubes, cannellini beans, and water to the vegetable mixture in the pan. Bring to a boil, then reduce heat to
medium-low and simmer for 10 minutes or until the mixture thickens slightly.

+ Add the fish and peas to the pan and simmer for § minutes until the fish is cooked through.

+ Season with salt, pepper and a squeeze of lemon juice.

+ Serveand enjoy!
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Left:Everyone
knows that a key
way to improve
river health is to
remove weirs that
block flows. Water
NSW is planning to
raise theGunidgera
Weiron the
Ngamaay River at
Wee Waa, to push
more water to
cotton irrigators
down the Pian and
Gunidgera Creeks.
We visited the site
in June 2024DEG
has written to NSW
Water Minister
about this matter,
and the REF is
being rewritten .

Left: Bill Johnson,
water lawyer Nadja

BAYYSNXYI YV I

Rick Townsend and
Brenda McBride,
June 2024. Right:
Bloomberg News
researched their
adz2Ne
with DEG in
October2023.
https://mwww.bloomb
erg.com/graphics/20
23-australiawater-
trade-drought/

Above:This is how we develop a position together, &ain
about issues that affect us in Walgett. Here we are discussing
learning about the latest water policy in September 2023 with H

and
Bill

Johnsor5 9 DQA& 2-drdin&dd) / 2

a¢KS
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Left: Another

water N T e, ki e
learningand | . — e b
policy e ;
development
workshop in
February
2024. Feb 24.
Right: DEG
was visited by
the MDBA
and DCEEW
December
2023.Left:
Ranger team
was shown
the seed
collection
activity of the
Mildura River
Ranger team.

Left: DEG visited the
Nari Nari Elders River
Ranger team in Hay in
al NOK QHN O® | s R — ;
visited the First Peoples Seesmii | peummiit et 8
of the Millewa Mallee \ ' —
AC River Ranger team i
Mildura also in March
QH N @ usefultos | §
learn of the activities of
the other River Ranger
projects, who both
benefit from their
organisatiors owning
Countryg a benefit DEG
is working torealize




In Novembe23 Yuwaya Ngarrali collaboratay
groundwater expert Assoc. Professtertin
Andersorcontinuedtraining the team in their
water quality monitoring work. During the e »
period the team began publishing their regular| S . I § (hupas
water quality reportg; providing information 3
never available before both for the community
and water managers.

Right: InAugust2023 the ranger team with
UncleClem Dodd met with thSW Heritage
Aboriginal Heritage Assessments tetofurther
DEG projects to remove weirs in the Narran Ri
and progress Aboriginal Place gazettals.

Above leftDEGV I Y ASNEAR 6SNB O2y iGN OGSR (2 LIy yI GAJS idl8re RRA Thayaare Aegn heré \Biphien Pdnriig
FNRBY 59DQa 5SI fdh y1 D 200090 KO OAGYNSRRY (b§I2Y 5t 9Qa 9NBYy ¢chREPSH2 BSROKSo @ § ISNIA
Environmatal Water Manager Matthew Miles commissioned the Ranger team to reajiree on the Baawan Rivemwhich allowed them to purchasedinghy.
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Left: DEG convened a
meeting in December
2023 to discuss how
threats to river health
can be mitigated over
summerwith NSW
fisheries and NSW
environmental Water
managersRight:DEG
alerted agencies and
the general public on
our socials, to loe
green algaen the
Walgett rivers in
Sepember2023.

In November 2023 DEG convened a celebration to mark the histapening of the roads leading to the Baawan at the Walgett weir, which we finally achie
with the help of Water NSW. See full story: https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/index.php/yuwaryahgaring-for-country/celebration
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Above: An important process in our Yuwaya Ngarr
work is when our UNSW partners come back to DE
with findings and we work together to determine ot
next steps. This is a photo of one meetingith our
YN team members on the screen and in person
(Samanba Rich and Alicia Dunning in thisean July
2023.

The 20262023Yuwaya Ngarri Evaluation and
Learning Report was published in June 2024.
(https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/r
esearch/202402-yn/2024-06-yuwayangarrali-
evaluationreport-2020-2023.pdj.

The report smmariseghe outcomes and
lessons from the communitked partnership,
including the Two River Pathway to Change
Y2RStf Qa F20dz
and young peopl@a O2 y i | ciilinals A
justice systemThe evaluation identified 101
outcomes the TRP contributed, including a
significant decrease to 7.8% of Walgett
LOo2NRIAYLE /[, t F LILISEN

5

Court, and direct assistance to 144 Aboriginal | |

community members around criminal justice
related matters, including intensive support of
17young people.

2 \hildvdB R g

Evaluating and understanding our work

Left59DQ&a [ 2NBGGF 2SFGK
attended the Reintegration Puzzle Conference
Sydney in June 2023 with UNSW Yuwaya Nga
li colleagues @R) Samantha Rich, Ashley
Shepherd, Ruth McCausland, Rebecca Reeve
Peta MacGillivray. The conference feesi on
best practice support for reintegrating people
back into the community after release from
custody, and our team heard many great
presentations that can inform our work in
Walgett. Attending gatherings with other
organisations who do similar workas

important way for us to measure the approache
and outcomes of our work.

Above: DEG and UNSW Yuwaya Ngarrali partnersk
staff attended the Change Fest in Mildura in March
2024. We learnt of the work of other platm®sed
organisations which allowed us to realise where ou
work sits in relation to these effortsand we
discoveed it sits very well! While there we took an
opportunity to reflect on our learnings during the
conference and progress plans for the different
streams of our worlk; with our valuedprocess
support May Miller Dawkins. We wenevited to

share with the delgates this reflection and planning
process, and made two other presentations about @
work to conference sessions.



https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2024-02-yn/2024-06-yuwaya-ngarra-li-evaluation-report-2020-2023.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2024-02-yn/2024-06-yuwaya-ngarra-li-evaluation-report-2020-2023.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2024-02-yn/2024-06-yuwaya-ngarra-li-evaluation-report-2020-2023.pdf

Left: the Ranger team
visited the Nari Nari and
Millewa Mallee FPAC River
Ranger Groups in March
2024. Left: before a meeting
in Hay beside the
MurrumbidgeeRight: The
ranger team Ernie Sands,
Aaron Murray, Zoe Sands,
Latia Sand®ennis, Aunty

NEYyRI aO. NR
Bow Simpson and Elders
Councillor Ricky Townsend
at a Murray River weir.

Below left: Lewis Beale and Elders Transport Officer Bow Simpson often check out the rivers during breaks in the dadgdploknouties. They
are seen here at the Baawan Weir. Below middle and right: Elders Transport Officer Bow &immeximloved for the laughs he gives us and so w
share here his interactions with sculptures that were just waiting forgimfront of the Hay town hall in March 2024.

Memories
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