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Prepared byProject Manager Wendy Spencer.
Members News

From1 July 2@1 ¢ 15 December 201 the following Elders Councillors presid&heaker: Clem Dodd, Secretary: Virginia Robinson, Treasurer:

Duncan WardElders Councillors: Violet Morgan, Lewis Bdriehard LakeAt the 15 December 202 AGM the following were electe@peaker:

Clem Dodd, Secretary: Virginia Robinson, TreasuWeant. Elders Councillor§fiolet Morgan, Lewis BealBuring the periodEG2 &lders Council
secretariat helmeetings¢ KS SELISOGSR ydzYoSNJ 2F YSSiAy3a RARY QThdDEGoAtdLiedBd R dzS
vouchers tol6 families for Walgett funerals during the peridduring the year we mourned theapsingof Shirley Weatherall, Doug Darwin, Thomas

Morgan, Phillip Kennedgndtoo many younger people.
Representation

Narran Lakes CManagement CommitteeVirginia Robinsorepresented he Dharriwaa Elders Group on this committedich wasmanaged by
the NSWOffice of Environment and Heritage. Haportswere madeasregular agenda itesiof DEG meetingand correspondenceand busimess
arising wereaddressedvhen DEG delegaswere madet g F NB 2 F (G KS / 2Thi¥ s awoBafod the BV \GyvSranied polityat
excludes efficio members of CaManagement Committees.

ACHAACIem Doddepresented DEG in its role aslisgector of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage amktts Associatioof NSWACHAA attending meetings
by videofrom Walgett Clemattended the ACHAA gathering Merimbulain April 2022with Violet Morgan, Kim Sullivan, Barry Simpson and Wendy
Spencer

Lightning Ridge Area Opal Reserve Mana@®endy Spacer is thegazettedex-officio representative of thdDEG for this committeehich worked

to prepare with consultant§ KS wSaSNWSQa tfly 2F alyl3SYSyid ¢KS 20KSNJ YSYOSNAR 2F
retail and Lightning Riddeeritage interests and concernBuring the period management actiés were conducted to reduce risk and enable the

public to enjoy the reservé: KS Yy SSR T2 NJ adzNBwSea 27F (ardPlannibgdcd iNgd BianagenSeyt @ biteRrgisEd v 6 D D QR a
representative, as is the lorigrm aim for the Reserve to provide access to Country for Aboriginal communities of Walgett and Lightning Ridge.

t N22SO0G al ylF3aISNRa wSL}R2 NI

The Objects of Dharriwaa Elders Group continue to be implemented by theissian. The Yuwaya Nga#igpartnershipbetween DEG andNSW
isthe main mechanism DEG uses to pursue its Objects. Increased investment responsessallo®ed & & (0 | T ¥o expghthislyéatiahddve i A S &
are learning how to operate holistically aned of constraints of starvatiofundingand fears of retribution from government agencieghe
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5SLI NIYSYydG 2F 1 St (i Ktkedprovislod of Eldeis Bogidl Bupporé atel disdddialed Transport actiSities it will be changed by
the Commonvealth Government and the DE&actively advocating thats model of holistic social support for the aged is recognised and resourced
appropriately.The Commonwealth Government offered a contract to the DEG in February 2022 for a Walgett River RarayartRao@EG
designedwith b Q& / KIF NI SS {dzS8 CNIAf Ay GKS LINBGA2dza &SI N

59DQa NREtS AY YIylI3IAy3d yR IANRgAY3IT | cder-MBognsetbuttconthdss. lcdedsingly DEG featxfhiges | Y R
its responsibility to support its membgto continue this work that was championed by Founding Members and cultural custodians now pdsSed.
continues to network with similar Aboriginal cultural organisationgsiNSW peak body ACHAA (Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and Arts Association
NSW to grow in this undervalued domaiACHAA was accepted into the Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Organisations of NSW this year.

5 9 Dwiokk this yearalso includedadvocatingfor more supportive and responsive government agenales and approachegarticularly inresponse

tol KS KAIK ydzYoSNI 2F 2+ f3SGGQa OKAEt RNBY | YR @& 2 dzyféd ad$\Ratelf s€curity¥rises NI O G A
housing shortagesCovidlesponsesandwater managementThe voice of DEG grew ihfluence, which is being measured by our Yuwaya Ngarrali
(YN)evaluation processes. Notable research projects DEG proposed and undertook with YN partners include understanding government
procurement of Walgett services, understanding the impactEGrom proposedchangestal KS / 2 Y'Y 2 CHS8 prégiam, @alysing

BOCSAR data re Walgett children, designing appropriate supportive housing for Elders, children and young people aneéficiesna@alysing

learnings from two years of operating our YlotProgram. Our YN Food and Water for Life Program with Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service

SELI YRSR 21 f386G0Qa O2YYdzyArAidée 3AFINRSYyZ AYLIESYSY(GSR &dzLISNX I NdcBity F22R
survey.

5 9 DeQperiences witlihe implementation of the NSW Government policy for Aboriginal Affairs Ochre includinddsmisibnmakingand
Connected Community Schoaisntinued to challenge usDEG has an eofficio role on the School Reference Graupl in that role continues to
advocate for better responses to disability and wellbeing and to reduce the use of police in behaviour management

DE® I@adership faced anothdifficult year as it gsughtto bring benefits to the Walgett community with its influential partnelespiteredular
traumatic event¥ 9 f R S NJANA thd ihdagfsS ke £dvid19 panderit our work

We share highliglst ofour work during 1 July 2 ¢ 30 June 202#h the following pages of this report.

In Memorium

Thankyou{ Y21 S& W2 S
Morgan for joining our Covid19
immunisation campaign and for
delivering food and water for
DEG. You had great love and
knowledge of the rivers and our
community and will be missed.




Right:Labor'sParkescandidateJack
Ayoubvisited DEGn May 2022 He
talked about his vision for a better
future in this region & asked about
the concerns of DEG. Conversatior
ranged from climate etion, water
trading, pollution of the rivers, a
community battery, more social
housing controlling land clearing &
restoring confidence in government
the AAT & other public institutions.

Above left: Greens candidate for ParKessh FraiVisited DEG twice in May before the election
Trish talked about issues she is passionate about & to encourage the community to vote. S
talked about the ned for more social housing, dental & mental health to be included in

Medicare, Treaty, investing in jobs, building communities not jails, equal pay for women,
management of the Murray Darling Basin & action on climate change. She said "If we had 4
healthyriver we would have healthy people”.

Right:Derek Hardman, Parkes Indigenous Party candidate dropped by with his party's Seng
candidate Owen Whyman. Discussion ranged from water management, preferential voting,
Aboriginal ranger programs, youth & jugtissues.

Left: DEG's Virginia Robinson
WelcomedDugald Saundert®

Gamilaraay Country & Walgett besid
Namoi River where the community
held a funeral for the river back in

March 2019. The Minister for Ag. &
WesternNSW announced a new

Aboriginal Ranger program for the
NSWLocal Land ServiceRight: June
2022designing &ulture and e
Languagédub for Walgett High Schod j
with School Reference Group



https://twitter.com/TrishFrail
https://twitter.com/DugaldSaunders
https://twitter.com/llsnsw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ParkesVotes?src=hashtag_click

Left: After DEG made
enquiries with the schools
about the need for good
ventilation during Covid,
Acting Executive Principal
Alison Finlayson conducted
G2dzNJ 2F GKS L
ventilationmodifications in
November 2021. Photo
shows Scbol Reference
Group members in the new
yamingcirclearea of the
Primary $hool.

L
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A X 5 1 02@3S NAIKGY 59DQA YAY {dzZ t A DIy [IDERsolapbviely 5
9 t R S N‘E‘ Q O 7\ @ 7\ station in July 2021. DEsBIl requires asmart meter and radifications to its current power
configuration. These hate be undertaken by appropriately certified elécians from elsewhere.

Left: DEG undertook a
governance and strategic
planning workshop for its
directors inJuly 2021.

Right: DEG set up video
streaming so that Gomeroi
claim group members could
attend a Tamworth claim
group meeting June 2022.
Different members joined
gKSYy GKS& 02«
Vanessa Hickey attended in
person and raised Walgett
concerns in person.




Yuwaya Ngarri a g i a A

COMMUNITY-LED
DEVELOPMENT

Yuwaya Ngarri (YN) is a communiied partnership between the Dharriwaa Elders Group (DEG) andrwersityof NSW.

Professor Eileen Baldry, Deputy Weancellor Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, isAlsademic Lead of Yuwaya Ngalira hecore Yuwaya Ngar#a
0 G , teamis based iWalgettand UNSW Sydney. At UNSW Sydney, Yuwaya Niggitsawithin the Institute of Global Development.

The purpose of Yuwaya Ngadras for the Dharriwaa Elders Gimand UNSW to work in partnership to improve the wellbeing, social, built and
physical environment and life pathways of Aboriginal people in Walgett through collaborating with government, philanttd@oyremunity
organisations on evidenegased initiaties, research and capacity building, and to evaluate this model of CommLBdpevelopment as a way of
working with other Aboriginal communities.

The DEG s&dentified the following longerm aims for Yuwaya Ngargin Walgett:

1. Greater Aboriginal commmity control and capacity

Increased numbers of Aboriginal young people in education, training & employment

Reduced numbers of Aboriginal people in contact with the criminal justice system

Improved social determinants of health and wellbeing amongst Ab@iigieople

Improved sustainability of energy, water, land and natural resource management

6. Redirection of government funding towards strengthesed, holistic, communithed and sustainable initiatives

The partnership is developing and testing a new m@dél W/ 2 Y[YS B LSS0 St 2 LIY Sy ib&ed@pplodrk to Breaking thé dfydie ©fS
systemic disadvantage, centring the needs and priorities of Aboriginal people through the leadership of a respected hogaitg@ontrolled
organisation and drawingn the expertise, influence and resources of UNSW. The diag@nghtis our approach to this model in Walgett.

Our work with the Yuwaya Ngarrapartnershipduring the periodvas grouped over these areas: @

GCommunity Leadership and Contrdputh Juste, Water andCountry Research and Evaluation, ‘\( DHARR'WAA

Dealing with Fines, Housing. i ELDERS GROUP UNSW

YONEY
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CHILDREN 0«
AND YOUNG

YUWAYA NGARRA-LI

Youth Diversion Demonstration Model

Holistic, community-led, culturally connected approach

Families

Community
anity controlled organisations
Aborigind! ©

THRIVING IN
- COMMUNITY

PEOPLE_ . " &l b
Chances for
diversion at

all stages of
contact with the
justice system

contact i
Court mumm—

School
disengagomont
ADULT CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM

Youth Justice

This year we completed the design of the Bulaarr
Bagay Warruwi BurranbaliguTwo River Pathway to
Changewith Peta MacGillivray and YN partners. It
has three interlinked strategies:

T
T

Workintensively with Aboriginal young peopte
non-punitive therapeutic approach

Support engagement and leadership by Aborigif
Community Controlled Organisations, parents a
carers to support better outcomes for children
and young people

Right: Youth Team Project Officgoe Sand
graduated with a criminologglegree at
UNSW in May 2022.

Right: Key to
the
development
of the youth
diversion
model was the
ongoing
coaching
provided by
.bQa t§
MacGillivrayg
seen here in
Sept. 2021
with
Youthworker
Trish Sharpley| | 4

Influence the pradgtes and services and improve
the accountability of responsible agencies to
support better outcomes for Aboriginal children
and young people

hNRIAYLE &t
, 2 dzii K ¢S1voa

Above: 15 March 2022 Koble Dee Quinton & Isaac Kennedy, Mission Gangsta and Young

K2aiSR Ay Iy 2Lsz A NJ 02)/0c
O &nfi BINgidgEampaigByihdadis$ Rolly- Hyint.
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1 020SY 51 Af@& 59DQa YAY {dzf f
RIegQa RStAQGSNASa a2 GKS GSI)
community. Above is their receipts from donors that arrived 1
Augusi  Ewery @ay we documented goods donated.

As with previous emergencies,
DEG used social media and its
community knowledge to be
one of the first responders,
with the Walgett AMS to
FAIKGAY T | 20AR
MH | dz3stafemenQH m
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgr
oup.org.au/images/downloads/

DEGstatement12August2021.q

df on news of a local case of
COVIEL9 brought donations of
PPE flooding in to Walgett,
enabling DEG to distribute PPE
daily to ke Covid from
spreading.

1 02@0SY 59DQa YAY {dz t A QI
PPE that arrived from generous Twitter supporters 1§
August 21. DEG is v. grateful to all vdamated PPE in

our time of need. We did our best to distribute FAST.

| 2YYdzy A G @ ¢ N@UEONISEE KL2y20i
/| 2 OARY MINBBEQER vV 4 S 4

Some of the amazing donors were Mirvac/Dettol courtesy Kylie Kwong, Essential Energy and Magabala Books. The schaodistelpete books and
study / craft materials to school students in lockdown ietihe WLALC, Walgett AMS and Walgett IGA helped us distribute PPE to community.

>


https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGstatement12August2021.pdf
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGstatement12August2021.pdf
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGstatement12August2021.pdf
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGstatement12August2021.pdf

Left: Unpacking Harper Collins
Art Gallery NSWOfficeworks,
Penguindonations br young
readers during Covid19. The
many donors of large quantities
of PPENcluded Essential Energy
Redfern AMS, Gilbert and Tobin
Many, many individual donors
sent supplies daily, and DEG stg
were kept busy in our outdoor
ventilated area unpacking and
distributing tirelessly. We are
proud that we were the first PPE
distributors to the community.

Community TroubleshoatingEarly Interventiorg
Covidl® Y S NHWW QL y a S a

G/ 1y FyeézyS 3IAQOS dza Of
of #covidcases? Walgett LEMC has decreased
frequency of meetings & doesn't appear to be
getting this info any more. Does this mean the
statutory emergency is over according to NSW Gq

DEG tweet 18 February 2022.

5 9 Difprtant early responses the Cowd19 emergencyncludes community nessagingBow Simpson, Kim Sullivan, Thomas Morgan, Trish
Sharpley, Tyrone Lawson and Shirley Weatherall assiBtehks to Charle8ue Frail for media wrangling and 33Creative for donated services.

We need eyeryope to
get tested at WA
the hospital ASAP



https://twitter.com/hashtag/covid?src=hashtag_click

GROUP

The huge donation from Mirvac/Dettol motivated by chef Kylie Kwong made in Sept 2021 meal
had to lean on some relationships for forklifts and trucks. Thanks to PRashand Walgett IGA,
NSW Fire & Rescue and Bi Rite to helped us out! We were able to deliver PPE to most Walget
householdgronto as a result! Below: we delivered Dettol products to the Walgett LALC and Wz
AMS¢ who then distributed to their clients in W@gett, Collarenebri and Goodooga and Brewarinni
communities!

| 2YYdzy Al e

¢ N2/ d20@BRY & AF N $DIE2

Top: anamazing donation of reconditionec
laptops was made for Walgett &
Collarenebrstudents in September.

Above: Primary school personnel on man z?, T a0
occasions during August and Sept 2021 | &

helped us sort and distribute reading and
craft materials to isolating schostudents. | |
Thank you to Officeworks, Harper Collins B gy
and other companies. Sy ¢
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DEG made a statement when Minister Hazzard & M&W@lth officials
visited Walgeti8 September 2021.Left: is our photo of the Walgett Log
Emergency Management Ctee with the Minister after a meeting at
Walgett AMS where we raised that social workers rather than police
should be leading our emergency resses.

The Aboriginal communitgontrolled service sector that we recognise
being the first responders to our community when it is in cqsgsnot
required to join the LEMC, but was invited to join the Walgett LEMC |
the LEOCON Trent Swinton. Thisl#dad DEG to raise community
concerns and obtain the data we needed to work to keep our commu
safe. Our work was a combination of community relief and advocacy.
5 9 DSéement of 22 October 202 Today we report theoncerns of
Walgett parents that schools are not COVID safe" was another attemp]
to make emergency responses more effective.

[ 2YYdzy Alué ¢ N&d20@ ey & AANE PIE2 v T B

-----

As in past emergencies and with the
knowledge and confidence given to us
through our work with Yuwaya Ngarrali

L 22t PR | collaborators, we have learnt to 100K for| | s ww i =
L L1 ] | signs of food supply disruptions. We TN
Cg g : =¥ Tk know how much our community relies o i =T
- P regular, inrperson shoppingctivities, but “; T
this was a risk during Covid19 so we — i
trialled a phone ordering and delivery e o e
system with Walgett IGfsee form at LB e simiioy 7 o T et
right). Because Walgett residents mostly | oo ® soemmimn et et
buy drinking water, we made waterand | | ... wiiseeeas
supermarket voucher donations in Sept, ; ’ S
21 alsqin order to reducethe need for R e

supermarket visits.



https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGStatement8Sept2021.pdf
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGStatement8Sept2021.pdf
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGStatement22Oct2021.pdf
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/DEGStatement22Oct2021.pdf

Housing

Dealing with Fine

At the beginning of the CovidEInergency DEG expressed its concerns re t
NAajla 2F K2YStSaaySaa yR 20SNONEP
troubleshooting team undertook a quick community review into Walgett
homelessness and overcrowding and presentaditiformation to the
LEDCON. Our Yuwaya Ngarrali colleagues prepared a briefing paper for
philanthropic supporters, with the assistance of Wiradjuri UNSW scBalar
Rich While there was acknowledgement of the urgent need for emergency

' | working with Sam on longderm plans for

| with the justice system, as wel$ crisis

and other accommodation in Walgett, it wag
not seen as something that could be fundec
and built quickly. However we are now

housing for Elders, young people in contact

accommodationSamanthas pictured at left
WAUK 59DQa +ANBAYAL
and above making a presentation re her dra
findings inApril 2022

As a result of invegiationsundertaken by Redfernelgal Centre
and Redfern Aboriginal Legal Service, DEG found outWhijett
hadthe highest number of covit® public health ordefines
issuedper head ofpopulation in NSW. Despite our
representations in LEMC to police. Dia&de adetailed
statementin May 2022
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/images/downloads/D
GStatement5May2022.pdind marshalled itslefences for 1)
those fined incorrectly under law & 2) those struggling with fine
debts In March 2022 our Yuwaya Ngarrali collaborators brough
us together with a lawyer at the Redfern ALS to provide advice
we began to develop a neldealing with Fineprogram. With
59DQa ,dzglk &l b3IFNNIEA | 2dziK
first half d 2022¢ firstly providing community members with
Covid fines legal advice and representation if needed. This eff(
happened alongsidsimilarbut different activities of Legal Aid
NSW which were also appreciated.




Right: Vince Kennedy and
Lewis Beale attended a native
grain workshopn July 2021
held outdoors during Covid19
in the WAMS Community
garden. DEG requested this
workshop to be organised by
the local Landcare group and
asked them to invite the
Narrabri Sydney Umiative
grainresearchteam that has
impressed us with their wér

Above: New stdfinductions April 2022.

Developing the capabilities of Walgé&boriginal CommunitControlled organisations

Despite the impositions of Covid19
limiting meetings withother Walgett
ACCOs, DEs®ntinued pursuing
understanding of the systemic changes
and local supports that are required for
Walgett Aboriginal communitgontrolled
sector to flourish because we know that
so many of the services we need in
Walgett to supportwellbeing, will have
to be delivered by strong ACCQwiring
the period we advocated to NSW CAPC
for key supportsve require,undertook a

research project to understand

govgrnment procuremept of Walgett Guwaalay " = o
services, and anothgrojectto e e R e

el et
—

prepare advocacy toounter
damaging proposals for a new mode
for aged care services.

DEGCcontinued to develop training
resources for Walgett ACCO staff re
legacy and approaches of Walgett
ACCO serviegelivery which we have
learnt is required alongside a
comprehensive iworkplace training

effort.

COMMUNITY-LED
DEVELOPMENT

Left: Guwaalay continued
to be publishedthrough
the period and
distributed by Walgett
bSgal 3Syda
Elders Centre to the
Walgett community. It
provides community
news and reports on
59DQa ¢62NJ @
We hope thatwe can
keep our community
informed of our workand
aware of opportunities
they can use toget
involved.
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https://twitter.com/DharriwaaEGroup/status/1189287889106014210/photo/1
https://twitter.com/DharriwaaEGroup/status/1189287889106014210/photo/1

Above? | a{ Q& ! Y& estaBlishgdi iy Radition of Elders drawing the famous WAMS Xmas raffle a
DEG in December 2021. Above cenéAMS and DEG attended the Coalition of Peak Aboriginal Organisatior,
consultation on Closing the Gap in Dubbo March 2022. WAMS and DEG are the two Walgett Aboriginal cen
controlledorganisationgACCOs) and work together in that role. Above right: a {Ld2etta Weatherall conducted

59D0Qa ¢6SS1f& 9ftRSNA | SIHfGK LINRPANIY RdNAYy3I (GKS LISNRA2ZR

April 2022 which became the main method DECdusemonitor Covid safety after full PCR testosgsedto be offered.

gl
|

iy

¥ T

Above: WAMS and DEG staff and directors gathered with Yuwaya Ngarrali collaborators by video to launch the 5 year Fdedfandit¥aesearch
project in November 2021, as soon as safe to do so after starting the prograh® i KSNJ Y2y i K& SINX ASNXY 59DQa

(
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Above: WAMS and the Food and Water for L
program invested in a second expansion of tf
WAMS new wateefficient Community Garder
in June 2022Below Alinta Trindall Ty
Madden,Niall Earle Jacqui WebstefTrish
Tonkin joired Annie Dead, LorettaWetherall
and Bruce Moorérom WAMSto undertake
the community foa and water security survey
inMF NOK HAHHO® ¢ E8ayai dza
Goondi as a base for trainingénollating daily
survey resultsRight:On completion of the
survey, the Yuwayilgarraliteam brieed the
WAMS CE@nd later the full WAMS Boarh

21 £3S00Qa S5KFENNRARGE L 9f
Aboriginal Medical Service and partners from Th
George Institute and Global Watkrstitute for

Global Health successfully applied for a NH&MR 8=

3 NI vy (i -créae add/eluate sustainable
communityled innovations to strengthen food &
g GSN) aSOdzNA G éé d ¢KAA
Covid19 severely delayed the project however a
of the community projects progressedWAMS
Community Gardeexpansion progressing the
design of a lovsodiumdrinkingwater kiosk,
undertaking aregulatoryanalysis of impacts to
food and water securityestablishingsupermarket
food choices promotions @hconducting a
baseline Food and Wat&ecuritycommunity
survey in March 2022.

Above February225 9 D Q a
water kiosk reverse osmossystem arri
| 23AR

ed

0dzA f RSNBRQ RSt |

Food& Water 4 Life

early findings and next steps

Right:Jacqui Webster returned to provide a
briefing to DEG and WAMS in June 2@#tom
right: DEG conducted assionwith George
Institute colleagued y h O (i & ddsudder® H
the impacts of thdGA fire emergency impact on
food and water security




Left: Library NSW
Indigenous Unit offered
quarterly Family History
workshops, Covid19
permitting. This photo is
from June 2022. Right:
Also in June Australian v
Film, TV and Radio Schoo| |
conducted a mobile
content creation workshop
which DEG staff greatly
appreciated.

———
——
v
——
—
———r——
oy
i

- I I n In November 2021

& 50004 /fS8Y
presented with medals|
and a commemoration
display for his uncle
Thomas Dodd who is
buried in France after
being killed in WWL1.
Officebearers from
2 £3S00Qa
branch Robert Ward
and Dave Hutchinson

joined JoeFlick who Above:In June2022 DEGaught up withYuwaalaraay /
organised the Gamilaraay language teacher and dictionargkerJohn
presentation in his Giacon and invited High School Culture Hubgtesis to

work for the Australian meet, discussand considetanguage teaching issues.
War Memorial.




Left: In June the ranger
teamtravelledto the peak
of Mt Kaputarto obtain the
best view of the Namoi
River and tributaries and
irrigator storages,
accompanied by past
ranger, water manager
ecologist Bill JohnsoRight:
The ranger programelies
oninductions fromElders
about water values and this
photo was taken at
Galigurruntain May 2022

Cultural values maintenanaeedeveloping the River Ranger Project

\_i A T wunl B unl‘u'i o :-

Above &ft: After negotiations over IP DEG officebearers signeduhdihg agreement for the RiveaRger program March 2022historically
significant as Founding DEG Elders worked to establish a ranger team from Day One of DEG. Above centre: DEG andiits narsgevited to a
schmozzle online meeting regarding environmental water management yn2@22. It was a useful introduction to the current situation which is
dzy  OOSLIilt6fS G2 59Dd ! 62¢@S NRARIKGY wlky3ISNBEBQ AYRdzOGA2Y led AGHIzy 3 f ¢
destruction, requesting an investigation. This begdang process in which we are supported by the NSW Environmental Defenders Office.
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During the period the Environmental
Defenders Office prepared a legal
advice regarding two places where
access to the Barwon River to the
Walgett community is blocked. Left:
In July 2021he advice was first
workshopped by DEG directors and
staff. Right: in February 2022 this
advice wagliscussed further as
progress wa made. Both issues are
not resolved yet and rely on Council
Water NSW and a private landholde
to change.

Left: As Covid19
permitted, DEG
engaged Water Go

ordinator Bill
Johnson to identify
and document

9f RSNARQ 1
of ingredients for
healthy waters in

5 9 Dafea of
interest. This
involved many yarns
and provides the
base knowledge to
AYT2NY 59
to contribute to
future healthier
waterways.

On 10 March2022 DEGnet with the NSW DPIE
Regional Water Strategies teagrasking them a
series of questionsagarding the

implementation of the Regional Water Strateg

1 A,
< or
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An important part of our work is to keep up tt
speed with water policy devetments and
dzy RSNAR G YR ( KS ¥dinato® D
Bill Johnson prepared briefs on subjects we
requested him to help us understand, and w
hosted discussion dinners and lunches to

DEG prepared a submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Floodplain Harvesting, a
59DQa& { SONBGI NE + A N joiythd Heanigs in Sept@mpber BOR13(abdvy ¢
NAIKGODP 59DQa dzy RSNRAGIFIYRAY3I 2F (GKS Sl f

and we came to see through the false narratives being spread that benefit powerful irrigators
now knowthat the rivers were unprecedentedly dry at Walgett during 2018 and 2019 and for
periods in 2016 and earlier, due to extraction of water from the floodplains and rivers upstre:

spread the knowledge to workers and otherg
at times most likely to fit invith their
schedules. Covid19 again put many spannel

of Walgett, when the Climate Change Emergency was busily denied by decigiers nidne new
of I YAY 3
know that overextraction is occurring upstream to a huge degree.

2F JEAYLFGS / KFEy3aS F2N 21 f3SidQa R

in our works. Above left: a water talk Februa
2022 and above right: water talks April 2022

Water learning and advocacy

The federal election provided an opportunity for DEThé
rivers, wetlands, groundwaters, floodplains & the
environment & communities that depend on them are
suffering. Government can change this. This statement is
madeso voters are aware of DEG's policy for water
YEYE3ISYSyid 2y { I G§GdzZNRIF& Hwm
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/index.php/news
221-statementwater-management

Throughout the period DEG grew more confident to speak to politicians and vo
Fo2dzi 6KIFIG ¢S Oy &4SS KILWSyAy3a (2
Secretary spoke to NSW politicians before votes and the DEG reported on wat
protector news rgularly on Twittere.g.24 February2022:& DNJ & S Fdzf
members of NSW Upper House who today supported a Motion to Disallow the
Floodplain Harvesting Regulation introduced 14 February 2022. They did the ri
thing. We will remember their supp@&ndd 5 9D { SONB G NB  + A
today thanked@NSWLabdior supporting the Disallowance Motion & expressed
her disappointment thamMark Banasiak ML& Shooters Fishers & Farmers no
longer represent or honour the Aboriginal votétBarwonVotegfWaterlsLifé and
GThe NSW Legislative Council has disallowed floodmdairesting for the third time
Huge thank you t@justinrfield NSW GreenSateFaehrmann MLC, NSWhicaQ &
for voting supporting the disallowancghooters Fishers & Farmaisstainede
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